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Howard A. Lemm

Peputy State Director

For Minaral Remnurces
Bureau of Land Management
Utah State Office

324 South Stara

Salt Lake Clty, Utah 8411l

Dear Howard:

Az I menticned in our phone conversation of ¥riday, June 8,
it was 8 pleasure meoting with you, Jim Parker, Deans Zeller,
Randy Heuscher and other members of the State and District BLM
offices. Russ and I very much appreciated the time you all
devoted to the meeting and your interest in exploring the
exchange proposal.

ks promised, Russ and I have put together a list of genezal
and specific issues which muzt be addressed in exploxing and
carrying out an exchange of Rellly's federal leases on the Salt
Flats for leases on the Pilot Valley Playa. Please review the

iist; we hope that you will supplement it with any issues or
ideas we have not addressed.

1. Research the land records and other records to
determine who might have rights to the surface, the
locatable minerals and tha leasable minerals on all of the
property which might be part of the lease aswap. This
includes the Pilot valley, the surrcunding areas, the former
bombing range adjacent to the Pilot Valley, and the
necassary right-of-way between the Pllot Valley and the
Rellly-Wsndover operations.
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2. Determine what ls necessary to tempérarily protect all
of the required properties while the analysis is underway
and what is necessary to secure the properties onee the plan
13 ready for implementation, This would include an
evaluation of all legal requirements for environmental
agssessment 1f any are necessary. ‘

3, Conduet a survey to determine whether there are
minerals in the Pllot Valley which are commexcially viable.
The survey would invelve an assessment of the velume of
minerals whig¢h ¢ould be extracted given the hature of the
soil, subsurface location, terrain, etc,

4.  Determine what would be necassary to mine the Pilot
Valley. It would reqguire new ditc¢hes, pipelines, etc.
Rttimpt to evaluate comprehensively the requirements and
their cocgts.

5. We will also have to evaluate the process for making
the new mining site available to Reilly. Could we undertake
a direct swap of leagses? Would it require a process of
competitive bid for the new leases? Would there he a
requirement for congressional agtion?

|
6. Analyze the properties under jurisdiction of the
Department of Dafense to the south of I-80 and Rellly-
Wendover t¢o determine what would be necessary to make use of
the land for various purposes, l.e., limited access for
mineral withdrawal ditches.

s As part of the process of protecting the Flate, we
should congider other measures including positive barriers
between the Flats and the areas baing mined. These could
include walls or other impervicus barriers. We should also
considaxr the potential of employing reverse gradients. Also
review tha potential for reclamation by reingroducing the

salt from Reilly's evaporation ponds to the Flats.
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When you have had a chance to review and add to the above,
please contact me immediately so that we may discuss how best to
address these igsues. Russ and I 1ook forward to working with
you and Randy in this sndeavor. Again, thank you for your
assistance.

Sincerely, |
: R
Christopher J. Kersting '

cc:  Jim Parker
Deane Zesller
Randy Heuscher
Steve Brocks
Disnne Nislson
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guumany: The followling deroribed
pulilic land I8 being gonsidered for
sxchange pursuant to saction 200 of the
Federal Land Policy and Mapagement
Actof 1670, (42 UB.C. 1710):
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Final determination on the axchange
will await completion of an
envirppiental analysia. In accordance
with the regulationa in 43 CFR 2z01.1{L],
the publication of this notice will
segrensts the public lands as duencribed
shava, from apprepriation unrley the
public land laws, including the mining
laws, but not the mineral leasing laws.

information on the exchange is
avalluble from the District Maunjor,
Pursay of Land Management, Sult Lake
Ulatrict Officn, 2370 South 2300 Wesal,
galt Laka Uity, Utah 04114,

Clirls Nogro,

Acting Saft Lake District Mapagen
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Notles of Rvnaiiabiiity of & Drait
Envirenmaiial Assssgment on the
Propossd laavgnces of Parroiis fur

ted Number of Florida
Fanthars Fram iidg Wid To Esisbilish 8

Csptive Brasding

acvion: Notlee.
summAaRry: This Notics advi
sublie that the Fish and WildN{e Service
a8 prapared and s making av lahle &
draft Enviranmental AssessmontNor the
propossd issuing of sndgngerad apagien
perinits for romoving & limited numbwr
of Florldn panthers {Felis concolor
enryf) from the wild population to
antablish & captiva population. Copies of
thia draflt Environmental Assessnient can
bm ohtained by making requents to the
address below. Individvals that have
alraardy made a requast for a copy of the
Fuvironmental Assessment and/or have
wiitiens to the Figh and Wilidlife Service
about this propasal will automatically
receive 8 copy. Information meetiups for
tha purpose of providing additional
nppotiunity for the pubgn to lenrn nhout
tha proposed program nre belug
echedulnd pa indicated halow. This
Nntice 1s heing furnished nuder
provisions of the Hational
Prvironmeatal Policy Ant Regulstiona
{40 CFR 107.7) to nbialn comments sad
information from other ngencies and the

International Alrport, 4500 West
Cypress Sireet, Tainpa, Florida 33022

july 11, 19807 p.n. Palm Beach
Community College, 4200 Congreas
Avenue, Laks Worth, Florids 33481

July 12, 1890—7 p.m. Galnesvilie Flilton,
2000 W, 13th Sireet, Galnasville.
Florida 32008

oA rES: Willien comments and
information nhautd be received by
August 18, 193

aponess: Comments shoutd be
addressed to Janes W. Pulliam. |r.,
Reglonal Utraclot. U8, Fish and Wildlife
Sarvice, 78 Byring Street, SW., Atlunta
{aovgin 30303,

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ueunis B. Jordsn, Floridas Panther
Recovery Coordinator, U.S. Fish and
Wildlifa Service, 117 Newins-Ziegler
tall, University of Florida, Gainesville,
Florida 32611-0307, telephone: 604/382~
1801, ‘

SUPPLEMENTARY INFOTMATION: The
tlorida panther jeriginally ranged from
enatern Taxos of westent Arkansas/
Louisinng enstward through Arkansas.
Loulsiana, Missjssippl, Alabama,
Geargia, Floridg, and parts of Tennessue
and South Carudina. Tha Florida panthar
has been virtually eliminated from its
entire formar rangs. This was initially
due 1o prreccution in tha form of
shonting and trapping, which started
with this mnmtry‘n early satilara. Later,
habitat drstruetion further exncerhated
the panther's ducline. The only known
population of the Florida panther is
found in the mf Cypraas Bwamp/
Everglades region of south Florida, This
wapulntion is eptimated to number only
N 1o B0 animnls.
uw numbery and the single
popiation sityation makes the puather
axireigaly viiniarable to extinclion
\ither a catastrophic event {2.8.
disnnnn Outbruak) ot insidions geneilc
deterinealidn (v.g., genetic drilt
inbroading). Senetic variability and
viahility withifnthe population is limited
ard inbreeding g been dogumanted.
‘Thase conditions, doupled with the
npplication of sound\gopuiation blalogy
ol genetic principlesNpdicate that the
Tlorida panther could nexer be
hiologieally sgcure undar Ingln
papuintion sltuation,
|
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